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An Evening of Celebration – 
Speech Day 2014
This year’s Speech Day was especially auspicious, taking place on 
the evening of 21 November, close to the Christmas season. The 
evening gave us the opportunity to celebrate the achievements 
of our students as they developed and excelled under the five 
pillars of the DGS education – steadfastness in learning, sensitivity 
towards beauty, stamina for sports, generosity in service and 
spiritual nurturing. Parents, teachers, old girls – in particular our 
S6 graduates – and distinguished guests were welcomed by 
the smart salutes of our Girl Guides as they entered the campus, 
which glowed with an aura of celebration: colourful banners 
covered the walls, fairy lights adorned the staircase and our 
Christmas tree glittered with merry baubles.

We were especially grateful that our esteemed guests – Professor Joseph Sung, Vice-chancellor and 
President of the Chinese University of Hong Kong; the Right Reverend Andrew Chan; and Mrs. Doris Ho, 
our School Supervisor – were able to come and present our girls with the various trophies, shields and 
certificates that signified their hard work and unceasing efforts.

During the ceremony, our Headmistress Mrs. Stella Lau delivered a report on the achievements of our 
girls in the academic year 2013 – 2014, noting especially the wonderful achievements of our athletes, 
musicians and actresses. She took the opportunity to also touch upon recent events regarding the 
electoral reform in Hong Kong, urging the audience to differentiate between the “campaign” mindset 
and the “compromise” mindset, and demonstrating how the “compromise” mindset could lead to 
more effective governance that would satisfy both parties. She encouraged girls to be proactive 
listeners and to choose reconciliation as the way forward in life.

Professor Sung then gave an address that emphasised the 
importance of humility in leadership and lifelong curiosity 
in learning. He drew upon the leadership qualities of 
Pope Francis, the leader of the Vatican Church, who led 
by example and communicated with the grassroots 
with humility and an open mind. There were touches of 
humour in his speech – for example when he amused 
the audience with his vow to learn Tai Chi after his 
retirement. Coming from a man who has achieved so 
much in his career and in service to the community, his 
words touched and inspired many. In their vote of thanks, 
senior girls represented the student body to express 
their gratitude for the tireless support they received on 
the path to excellence. The evening concluded with a 
benediction by the Right Reverend Andrew Chan, praying 
for our Father’s continued guidance as we head into 
another year of fruitfulness and bounteous harvests.
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A Year of Remarkable Success

Life Saving: Clinching the First Ever Grand Slam

Life saving requires both skills and speed. To prepare for the Inter-School Life Saving Competition, our team started 
training in early July and organised joint school matches to help our members gain practical experience. This year, the 
annual event was especially challenging because it had been scheduled on 3 December, which was also the first day 
of our mid-year examination. One week before the competition, we had to overcome injuries in the team and look for 
replacements. Fortunately, thanks to their commitment to training, our reserves were ready for the challenge and they 
performed exceptionally well. 

Although the competition was very intense, we are very proud that everyone in the team persevered till the end. With 
the support of the school, especially Mrs Lau, our coaches and teachers-in-charge, our unified and determined team won 
the first ever grand slam and the overall champion. It is a fruitful year for the team.

Swimming: Winning the 27th Consecutive Overall Champion

Winning the 27th consecutive overall champion at the Inter-School Swimming Competition, our Swimming Team has 
had another very successful year. The success was a result of hard work, commitment and support.

Since the summer holiday, our swimmers started their training from 7:00 a.m. twice a week, and sacrificed their lunch 
breaks on two other days in the week. The tough training ensured our swimmers were fully prepared for the fierce 
competition to come.

On 24 October, with the hearty cheers from our cheering group, which comprised of both old girls and current 
schoolmates, our team performed their best and became the champion in all three grades, together with the overall 
champion. We’re very proud of our swimmers, especially Tam Hoi Lam and Lau Sze Wing, who have both set new records.

The team is very grateful for the unfailing guidance of the teachers-in-charge and coaches. Their commitment and 
support motivated the team to excel in the sport they all love.
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Geography Trip to South Korea

Last summer, 34 of our Geography students in S4 and S5 went on a field trip to Jeju Island and Seoul, South Korea. In Jeju, 
our girls visited the the Cheonjiyeon Falls, the Seongsan Illchulbong, the Yongduam Rock and the Ecoland to study the 
coastal and volcanic features, as well as the development of ecotourism of the city. In Seoul, they visited Samsung D’light, 
the DMC Gallery and the Digital Pavilion to have a better understanding of the development of the IT industry in South 
Korea. They also had a tour of the Songdo International Business District to learn about town planning in the country. 

The trip contributed extensively to our girls’ environmental awareness and promoted their understanding of geography 
through their first-hand experience. Using their iPads for research and work completion, our girls also strengthened their 
mobile learning and research skills.

A Summer of Learning Excursions

History Trip to Germany

Through understanding facts, views and artifacts, History equips us with the lens to examine changes and the continuity 
that links our world’s past and present. With this in mind, our S4 and S5 History girls went on a trip to Germany to unearth 
her opulent historical treasures and gain a better understanding of the Second World War.

In just ten days last summer, our 32 History girls travelled through eight cities. Starting in South Bavaria, they went up all 
the way to Northeast Berlin and finally departed from Northwest Frankfurt. They stayed in a different place almost every 
night and braved long journeys and at times inclement weather. The ten days proved very enriching.

The destruction of war is undoubtedly the starkest reality they saw. The Second World War left wounds of dehumanising 
cruelty that are still healing. During their visit to the Judisches Museum, they were allowed into the Holocaust Tower, 
which was designed to resemble the underground passageways through which lucky exiles escaped during the 
Holocaust. With its cold, metallic walls and a single glimpse of light, the room created a sense of heart-sinking heaviness. 
The German-Russian Museum showed the aftermath of the Battle of Berlin – photos of emaciated men and naked 
women lining up to be shot, and children’s diary entries recording the deaths of family members under the Soviet 
occupation.

The trip enabled our History girls to visualise and examine one of the most important events of the 20th century. They 
were privileged to see the pictures, artifacts and scenes that have been preserved or recreated to allow visitors and 
learners alike to ‘experience’ the trauma and devastation of the Second World War.
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Mini Bazaar 2014

This year’s annual mini bazaar was held on 18 December, 2014. 
On the day, over 3000 admission slips had been issued, and eager 
students peered over the banisters at Reverend Menear from St 
Andrew’s Church, the guest of honour of the opening ceremony. 
He kickstarted the event with a choice few words on the charitable 
nature of the mini bazaar, and students and parents alike made 
a beeline for their favourite sales stalls to spend for a charitable 
cause.

Of the 46 sales stalls hosted this year, quite a number of them 
featured products that were rather innovative and yet turned 
out extremely popular—customised lai see packets, triangular 
alarm clocks, and conference folders, just to name a few.

Apart from student-created products, a number of external organisations also joined us in hosting their own 
stalls within our campus. Helping Hand collaborated with the Citizens’ Club to sell cookies to fundraise for the elderly in 
the Helping Hand HealthBank Cookie Campaign. Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital Patient Resource Center also set up a stall 
in the Gibbins Place, selling handicrafts and delicate items along with the ever-popular snacks of popcorn and cotton 
candy. St Andrew’s Church also joined us for the first time, selling scarves and umbrellas in the DGS Plaza to raise money 
towards their 2020 Vision project to redevelop the church.

The vibrant atmosphere of long-awaited reunion could be felt everywhere on the campus—from the loving messages 
and melodies lingering in the air courtesy of the song dedication counter to the ecstatic squeals of current students and 
old girls as they met unplanned in the middle of the DGS Plaza, from the smiles of contented primary school girls as they 
gladly delved into their cotton candy to the radiant faces of their parents. Members of the DGS community—parents, 
old girls, current students and teachers—did not hesitate to purchase and aid the marketing of other products, and the 
scene was heartwarming, to say the least.

As per previous years, the lower form classes prepared games stalls for our guests in their classrooms. A new queuing 
system was introduced to prevent parents and children from waiting long periods of time out in the cold for their turns at 
the games. With the introduction of a stuffed lion called Leo, also the mascot of this year’s mini bazaar as the extra-large 
prize for playing games; the demand for games this year also skyrocketed. Classes were kept happily busy for most of the 
day, and smiles could be seen on the faces of the prefects upon hearing laughter from the classrooms as they assisted the 
implementation of the new queuing system.

Mini Bazaar 2014 was organised by a teachers’ committee along with a student committee consisting of prefects from 
the 2016 DSE cohort. The day’s events were definitely unforgettable, and its funds will go to various charities to serve the 
communities in need.

A Day of Joy and Warmth
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